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Foreword

A Develcpment Corporation by its very nature looks to the
future in its endeavours to solve today’s environmental
problems, but it should also take into account and respect
the present and the past — the expansion of yesteryear.
Northampton has a rich and colourful archaeological and
historical heritage. In early times the River Nene provided a
ready access to the heart of the Midlands for immigrants
from the continent and there was extensive prehistoric
settlement in the area. Subsequently during the Roman
period there was a considerable Roman population but
Northampton reached its apogee as a flourishing mediaeval
Borough.

Since 1970 the Development Corporation has had an arch-
aeological team excavating and recording sites which will be
affected by development. All the results will be published
and the finds displayed in Northampton Museum. In this
first volume are two {ron Age sites on the eastern outskirts
of the town and it is hoped Volume 2 will cover the major
excavation within the mediaeval town.

In all its work the Development Corporation has been well
supported by the Department of the Environment to whom
we are grateful. Northamptonians have shown considerable
interest and I hope that these reports will also be enjoyed.
When the town’s expansion is complete I trust that we will
also have developed our understanding of Northampton’s
past.

Sir William Hart C.M.G.

Chairman
Northampton Development Corporation



Two Iron Age Enclosures
at Moulton Park

Two Iron Age enclosures on the eastern outskirts of
Northampton were excavated in 1971 and 1972. Enclosure
1 was roughly circular with an internal diameter of
approximately 55 metres and was surrounded by a single
ditch with an entrance on the east side. Within the enclosure
were at least 2 houses one associated with late pre-Belgic
pottery and the other with Belgic pottery. Enclosure 2
located some 20 metres to the north and more rectilinear in
shape was partially excavated and found to cover an area at
least 85 by 40 metres. This enclosure was apparently
surrounded by a ditch which had been recut and across
which a causeway had been built. Within the enclosure were
the temains of at least 3 houses and a further possible house
lay outside. Pottery from the enclosure was of Belgic type.

The Excavations
by J. H. Williams and D. C. Mynard*

Introduction

The Moulton Park Employment Area stretches across
approximately 300 acres of former parkland on the north
east outskirts of Northampton. In October 1970, during the
construction of Brickyard Spinney Road, one of the spine
roads of the Area, several small gullies and a ditch contain-
ing one sherd of Belgic pottery were uncovered. The sites on
either side of the road were destined for factory units and
accordingly an exploratory excavation was mounted in
April 1971. Trial trenches were cut by a JCB 3C using a
back-actor unit with toothless bucket. Where features were
encountered, as with houses 1 and 2 and with the main
ditch of enclosure 1, the relevant areas between the trial
trenches were stripped. During the road works for Pond
Wood Close in the winter of 1971/72 further features were
noted and recorded and a second excavation was undertaken
in June 1972 in order to:
a)  determine the westerly extremity of enclosure 1 and
b)  ascertain the nature of the supposed settlement to the

north of enclosure 1.

A JCB 6 with 5 ft wide ditching blade removed the clay
topsoil which was then heaped by a drot. It was essential to
machine right down to the required surface since the clay
was so stiff as to make work by hand extremely slow. The
basically flat surface produced was then cleaned with hoes
and frequently sprayed with water to freshen up the features
which tended to be obscured on drying. No features were
excavated before the whole of the site had been cleaned and
planned.

Enclosure 1 (Fig. 3)

Enclosure 1 is defined by a single roughly circular ditch
with internal diameter varying from 52 to 58.50 metres and
with an entrance on the east side. Within the enclosure were
the remains of 2 circular houses and several other gullies.

* The site was located, and the 1971 excavations directed, by D. C.
Mynard. The watching of the site during the winter of 1971/72 was
mainly undertaken by A. Boddington to whom both writers are
extremely grateful. The 1972 excavations were directed by J. H.
Williams. M. R. McCarthy was assistant director in 1972. J. A. Small
was surveyor in both seasons, J. Hedges, C. Harding and F. Williams
were Supervisors in 1972,

Location of the two sites

kilometres 1

Fig. 1


























































































































































































