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Following the designation of
Northampton as an ‘area of
considerable expansion’ and with the
ensuing major development, a large
scale programme of archaeological
excavation has been undertaken since
1970. The discoveries made
demonstrate probably continuous
settlement on the site of the present
town from the late 7th or early 8th
century. In Late Saxon times
Northampton became established as a
midlands ‘shire’ town and by the
12th century it had grown into one of
the six most prosperous towns in
England. By the 14th century,
however, medieval Northampton had
begun a decline which was not really
arrested until the Industrial Revolution.
This volume traces the development
of alarge area within the urban nucleus
from Middle Saxon times through to
the end of the Middle Ages. St. Peter’s
Street is particularly significant in
showing how a ‘local environment’
rather than an individual house site
evolved. There are also notable groups
of pottery and other artefacts. This
excavation, one of the largest medieval
urban excavations undertaken in
England, makes a most important
contribution to the understanding of
town origins and growth.

John H. Williams, M.A.., has been
Chief Archaeologist to Northampton
Development Corporation since 1971.
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PLATE 1 General view of the north side of St. Peter's Street looking west. Late 15th century levels are showing,




FOREWORD

This, the second archaeological monograph produced by the
Development Corporation, provides something of a contrast to the
first. While the former concerned itself with the investigation of rural
Iron Age settlements this considers the highly complex development of
a major urban centre.

The St Peter’s Street excavations have most successfully focussed
attention on the growth of Northampton from the Saxon through to
the medieval period; subsequent work in the same area has been
extending our knowledge of the development of this early nucleus of
the medieval town. It is perhaps appropriate that evidence of
Northampton’s early medieval prosperity is being uncovered at a time
when the town is now once more assuming a significant national
economic role.

This site, and details of others published elsewhere, are all part of
a unified programme of research into Northampton’s past. Inevitably
there is some conflict of interests between development and
conservation but the Development Corporation, in planning for
Northampton’s growth, has attempted to take account of historical
and other environmental factors. Indeed, the Archaeological Section,
established in 1970 and one of the earliest such ‘Units’ to be formed,
has, in the years since then, been substantially modifying several of
the established views of Northampton’s history. It is abundantly clear
that significant and major research programmes can be undertaken
within a ‘rescue’ situation. With the number of archaeological sites
diminishing vearly, the scarce archaeological resources currently
available must be devoted, even more than at present, to such projects.

The Development Corporation gratefully acknowledgesthe help
and support it has received over the years from numerous
organisations and individuals and especially to the Department of the

Environment for its continued financial assistance.
<

RoAA——

Alan R. Davis
Chairman
Northampton Development Corporation
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